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NORTH ROAD, EGREMONT – TRAFFIC MOVEMENTS

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide Members of Copeland Highways Working 

Group (“the Working Group”) with information relating to concerns raised by 
occupiers regarding the location of bollards on North Road, Egremont. and invite 
discussion around the points raised.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 There are no significant equality implications identified at this stage.

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That Members recommend to Copeland Local Committee that no further action is 
taken at this stage in relation to the removal of some of the traffic bollards on North 
Road, Egremont.

 
4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 Concerns have been raised by businesses located on North Road, Egremont regarding its 
existing traffic management arrangements.  At present, North Road is effectively divided 
into two halves by a kerbed island and traffic bollards.  A location plan detailing the existing 
arrangement is included as Appendix 1 and photographs included as Appendix 2.

4.2 The measures were introduced in 1993, following the construction of the A595 Egremont 
bypass.  The main purpose of the improvements was to prevent vehicular access between 
the northern and southern sections of North Road, whilst maintaining pedestrian and cycle 
movements.  These measures also prevent ‘rat-running’ by through-traffic using North Road 
and Egremont Main Street as a shortcut.

4.3 Business owner of Jubilee Garage, North Road, Egremont has been in correspondence 
with Cumbria County Council and Highways England regarding various highway concerns 
and alleges that the effect of these specific measures has negatively impacted the 
businesses located on the northern section of North Road for some time.

4.4 In 2016, Cumbria County Council officers agreed to undertake a consultation with all 
residents of North Road to determine the issues. The consultation suggested removing 
some of the bollards to allow traffic to move in one direction only, therefore implementing a 
One Way system.  A total of 65 properties were contacted during the consultation, and 43 
responses were received.  37 of the 43 responses were against the suggested changes, 
and 6 of 43 responses were in favour of the suggested changes.



4.5 Based on the informal assessments to date and in line with Cumbria’s Strategic Economic 
Growth paper, officers are reluctant to proceed any further with the possible removal 
without firmly establishing a sound base of evidence.

4.6 Although local officers recognise the concerns raised, as the local Highway Authority we 
must be focussed on the flow and movement of traffic.  Given the issues experienced on 
neighbouring routes in the area due to the inadequacy of the A595 during peak times, it is 
not something we would recommend.

4.7 Highways England would require consultation given the possible impacts of any changes to 
North Road.

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 Members recommend to Copeland Local Committee to agree to the recommendation at 
paragraph 3.1 of this report.

5.2 Members may recommend to Copeland Local Committee that funding should be allocated 
to allow a feasibility study to be commissioned to determine possible alternative traffic 
management arrangements.

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 There are no resource and value for money implications at this stage.

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 There are no legal implications at this stage. 

8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 That Members agree to recommend to Copeland Local Committee that no further action is 
taken.
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Appendix 1 – Location Plan
Appendix 2 – Photographs of Existing Traffic Management Features
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Location of measures
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Northern Approach

Southern Approach


